
Firstly I’d like to welcome all our new members, and 
welcome back all of our old ones too! We have a 
really exciting year planned out for all of you between 
talks, workshops, debates, trips, projects, including 
our new project on robotics. After our success in 
being awarded best physics society in the UK and 
Ireland by Nexus last year, I really feel we have a lot 
to live up to this year! Hopefully you will all enjoy 
our varied talks series (with topics ranging from space 
systems engineering and archaeoastronomy to 
Einstein’s brain and geophysics) and will take part in 
our interesting and topical debates, some planned ones for this year are STEORN and 
their claims of free energy, the demotion of Pluto, and science and religion. 
As most of you know, we have a trip to the Armagh planetarium and observatory 
coming up on Friday 20th October which will be a good chance for us all to get to 
know each other and learn a bit about astronomy as well. With any luck, we will be 
arranging some more astronomy and observing related trips around Ireland during the 
year. And considering the success of our trip to London last year, which was 
thoroughly enjoyed by all, we have a few ideas in the pipeline for another big trip this 
year. The projects we will be running this year are rocketry, telescope rebuilding, 
IFAS observing challenges (for which you’ll get a nice shiny certificate!), and our 
new one on robotics.  
I’d also like to mention that our honorary president for the year is Professor Heffernan 
of the Mathematical physics department, which means he will be giving us our final 
talk of the year, which will be on some aspect of Chaos Theory. 
Well that’s really all I have to say, I hope you all have a good year with Astro2. We’re 
always open to suggestions so feel free to contact any of us at astro2@minds.nuim.ie 
and check out our website -  www.minds.nuim.ie/~astro2 for details of upcoming 
events. 
See you all on Tuesday nights at 6.30 p.m. for debates or workshops, and at 7.30 p.m. 
for our talks! 
 
Sarah Kennelly 
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